General History & Introduction to
St.Matthew’s Church, Newbottle


St.Matthew’s Church, as it stands today, was built on the site of the former church at Newbottle.
The former church was built in October 1850 and consecrated and opened in December 1850, as a
Chapel of Ease for the mother church at Houghton-Le-Spring; the land was given by the Earl of
Durham. This church eventually became too small, as it only seated approximately 200 people for
worship, so it was decided to build a new larger church on the same site.



The first baptism in the chapel was of Margaret, daughter of William and Margaret Smith on 6th
January 1851 by the Rev.Charles E.Freeman. Ann Dawson aged 26 years was the first person to
be buried in the churchyard on 15th August 1851 and the first marriage was on 6th October 1851
between Robinson John Hobson, a local farmer and Margaret Spoors; both by the Rev.H.F.Hewgill.



The present building had the foundation stone laid on May 1 st 1885 by the Right Rev.Joseph Barber (Lord
Bishop of Durham) and was completed in a year; consecration taking place on 21st June 1886 and costing
£3336.13s.7d. The designs of the church are by Messrs. Oliver and Leeson (Architects) of Newcastle and it
was built by Messrs. Hurst of Sunderland and Hartlepool. It is built with rock faced, grey freestone from
Penshaw Quarry and recovered stone from the demolished church. The design is early English style with
a four bay nave, groups of 3 lancets, north and south double transepts with paired lancets, chancel with
paired lancets in 3 bays and 3 sided apse and vestry. The south porch with cusped arch and niche over,
was added in 1888. The church, which has a fleche (tower) and a tolling bell, was built to accommodate
530 people. The disabled access porch and WC were further additions in 2001, when stone and glass
restoration was carried out.



There have been 12 Vicars at St.Matthew’s Church; our current vicar being the longest serving:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o



Rev.Edward Wilkinson
Rev.Stephen Taylor
Rev.Ray Skinner
Rev.Michael Bates
Rev.C.Charlton
Rev.Robert Burt
Rev.Robert W.Bruce Richards
Rev.Charles J.Lockyer
Rev.Samuel T.Watts
Rev.Edwin John Day
Rev.Douglas Samuel Boutflower
Rev.Alfred J Blagden

(1992 – present day)
(1987 – 1992)
(1976 – 1987)
(1967 – 1975)
(1962 – 1967)
(1945 – 1962)
(1936 – 1945)
(1925 – 1936)
(1917 – 1925)
(1896 – 1917)
(1886 – 1896)
(1865 – 1886)

In the Centenary year of St.Matthew’s (1986), we made history when on May 4 th we were broadcast
nationwide on the ITV programme “Morning Worship”.



Here is the basic layout of our church (Cruciform):

Key Features at St.Matthew’s Church, Newbottle
• Ground plan - The ground plan of our church is in the shape of a cross, reminding us of the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Rectangular churches such as ours with a rounded end or apse, take their form from the
Roman law courts, or Roman Basilicas, as these were the early Christians’ model of what a public building should
look like. In the law court there was a raised throne for the judge – St.Matthew’s likewise has a raised area (the
chancel) for the altar, clergy and the choir. The chancel is divided from the main body of the church (nave) by a
traditional stone screen featuring wrought iron – this was erected with funds raised by the children of the Sunday
School many years ago from the design of the late Mr R.H.Scorer who was Churchwarden for 40 years. At the end
of 2013 the chancel pews were removed to create a more practical open space which can be utilised for smaller
services and to house our large screen which we use for special services.
Here are views of our ground plan from the back of the church and aerial view; chancel screen and apse at
St.Matthew’s:

• Orientation - Churches normally face East, as does St.Matthew’s – the direction of Jerusalem and the place of
the resurrection. This is true whether or not Jerusalem is actually east of the church’s site. East is also the direction
of the rising sun – a symbol of Christ’s resurrection. This means that worshippers will normally enter the church at
the west end (although the west door is actually on the south side of St.Matthew’s) as they enter from the world
and make their spiritual journey eastward. The Porch of the west door was added to the church 2 years after the
completion of the church in 1888.

• Font - Our octagonal font is a sandstone basin with an oak cover which is used for baptisms and is situated at the
west end of the church. Near the door, its position is significant, as the water used in baptism symbolises the
washing away of sin and new birth/entry into the family of the church. The 8 sides of the font are significant as they
represent the eighth day; the day of resurrection and therefore eternity.
We also have a small portable font at St.Matthew’s which is occasionally used if the family of those to be baptised
specifically request it because they prefer the service to take place in the heart of the church. The brass jug below
is called a “ewer” (as below) and is used for cleansing so represents ritual and purity. It holds the water for
baptisms which is poured into the font prior to blessing.
Here is our font at St.Matthew’s which is from the old Chapel of Ease, and our brass ewer:

• Altar - The altar or communion table is the focal point of an Anglican church such as ours because of the
importance of the Eucharist in worship. It is situated at the Far East end of the church, but many churches such as
ours also have portable nave altars, which is a way of breaking down the great symbolic gulf between clergy and
laity. This holy table of ours is wooden, representing the table of the Last Supper (medieval ones were stone); the
Lady Chapel also has its own altar. Our beautiful carved oak altar was a gift of the late Mrs Day (wife of Rev Day,
1896-1917).
The easternmost altar is always known as the High Altar, even if perhaps our nave altar is used more frequently.
The area immediately around the High Altar is known as a sanctuary (from “sanctus” – “holy”) and is marked off
with altar rails which prevent the laity straying into the holy place. The rails are now where worshippers kneel or
stand to take their communion. The decorative timber design behind the altar is called a “reredos” and the
symbolic colours of the altar cloths (frontals) mark the passage of the church year.
Here are our main altars at St.Matthew’s, both together and individually:

Our beautiful Altar Cross was presented to the church by members of the Choir during the Consecration.

The 2 candles on the altar are a reminder of Jesus who is both God and Man; the light of the world.

• Pulpit - Pulpit literally means “platform”. Traditionally this is on the north side of a church, as ours is, so that when
viewed from the altar the clergy is literally ”On the right hand of God” ie in a position of authority and sharing God’s
message. Generally medieval pulpits were wooden like ours, and post Reformation ones were stone. The height of
the pulpit is both practical and symbolic – it demonstrates the importance of God’s Word. In many non-conformist
churches the pulpit will be the central focus of the building rather than the altar, and this demonstrates that
preaching the Word of God is seen as more important than the communion.
Here is our pulpit at St.Matthew’s:

• Lectern – This is on the opposite side of the church from the pulpit. It is a moveable stand for the Bible, where
scriptures and prayers are read. It is in the shape of an eagle, which represents the way the Word of God wings its
way around the world. (The eagle is also the symbol of St John). Here is our oak carved lectern at St.Matthew’s:

The brass plaque on the base of the lectern reads “AD.Majorem.Dei.Gloriam (For the greater glory of God) – In
loving memory of Dorothy Goodricke who for many years was a devout worshipper in this church and an untiring
worker in the parish. She entered into rest 25th September 1908. Requiescat.In.Pace (Rest in Peace)”.

• Nave - The word comes from the Latin “navis” meaning ship” and nave roofs such as ours at St.Matthew’s are
often shaped like upturned ships. It is the place of the people and it symbolises how the Church upholds the souls
of mankind on the storm waters of the material world. The roof structure in the nave is exposed trusses, with
painted, longitudinal boarding in a seven facet barrel vault, which affords excellent acoustics.
Here is the view of our nave from the chancel at St.Matthew’s:



Organ - Organ music today is an essential part of every church service worldwide and has become almost
synonymous for sacred music. In the last few centuries the organ advanced to be the main accompanying
instrument for church services, mainly through the influence of great composers such as Johann Sebastian
Bach. Interestingly, organs have never been employed in the Eastern churches. So the organ is not necessarily
the Christian musical instrument even if it has grown to be so in our cultural environment in the last centuries.
Our organ at St.Matthew’s, located in the north transept, is a Nelson & Co. (Durham) pipe organ and it was
relocated to us from Langley Park Methodist Church around 1978. It features 2 manuals and 22 stops, pine
panel enclosure and beautifully painted display pipes. The original organ prior to this was built by George
Vincent of Sunderland and was situated in what is now the Prayer Chapel area.
Here is our organ at St.Matthew’s:



Stained Glass Windows - In ancient churches, stained glass windows were the first public 'picture books' of
the Bible. As far back as 350 A.D., churches used stained glass windows to visually tell Biblical stories about
God, spirituality, mortality and humanity. As the art form and architecture evolved, windows became more
prominent in the great cathedrals of Europe and today are still used in churches of all sizes and denominations
throughout the world.
Here at St.Matthew’s we have a WWI Memorial pictorial glass in the west windows – this is a tribute to the men
of the parish who died in this war and the writing in the glass, reading from the left window to right window,
reads “To the glory of God and in memory of the men whose names are recorded on the tablet below”. Funds
for this lovely work of art were raised by public subscription supplemented by the efforts of the Congregation.

The middle window features the pictures below:

This is the middle window on the south wall of the nave, and is in memory of Richard and Jane Tindale. It was
erected by churchwardens from a legacy left by Margaret Ann Tindale in 1937, and shows Christ in the home of
Martha and Mary at Bethany, the Virgin Mother and Infant Jesus, and Christ healing the sick of the palsy. This
photo was taken during Harvest when the window ledge was nicely dressed with fresh produce:

The windows below are in the Lady Chapel which are from the original Chapel of Ease:

These 3 windows are situated above the High Altar, and show the Crucifixion, Christ’s appearance to Mary
Magdalene and the Ascension. They were given in memory of Joseph and Elizabeth Cook of the Grove,
Houghton-Le-Spring. Mr & Mrs Cook are buried in Newbottle Churchyard behind the Apse:

The window below (left) is situated to the left of the above window set – the left side reads:
“I am the vine, Ye are the branches” (John 15:5); and the right side reads:
“I am the rose of Sharon, the lily of the valleys” (Song of Solomon 2:1-2).
The other window (right) is situated in the Vestry:



Lady Chapel – This is our smaller chapel, located in the south transept near the east end of the church.
This is utilised particularly for Sunday School (9.45am), smaller services, social gatherings and meetings,
due to the moveable nature of the tables and chairs in there. The beautiful oak screen was part dedicated
in 1939 and the Western part was dedicated at a later date.
Here is our Lady Chapel at St.Matthew’s:

This decorative oak carving (below left) is above the entrance into the Lady Chapel from the nave.
IHC is a medieval style monogram which means “Jesus Christ”. The Cross Crosslet (below right) on the
same door represents the message of the cross going out to the 4 corners of the earth, but also thought to
symbolise Matthew, Mark, Luke and John too.



Prayer Chapel – This chapel, located in the north transept, is dedicated to providing quiet contemplation
for private prayer and meditation, and candles can be lit. Here is our prayer chapel at St.Matthew’s:

Looking into the Prayer Chapel from the Chancel to the right of it, there is some decorative oak glazed
screening:

Each side features 4 symbols:
Left Side

Right Side

As with the brass ewer and door entrance, this again, features the Christ monogram IHS and IHC as well
as various symbols of the crucifixion – the sword and whip, A and O (Alpha and Omega) Christ’s garments
and the hammer and pincers.



War Memorial – Our World War I Memorial brass tablet at St.Matthew’s is located on the wall behind the
font/underneath the dedicated window, and lists the 110 names of those who died. It is entitled “A tribute
of honour and regard to the men of the parish of Newbottle who gave their lives in the Great War –
1914-1919”. This war memorial, which is mounted on a solid oak base, was designed by the late
Mr.R.J.Scorer, and is the only one in the whole of the parish:

The Roll of Honour (below left) is situated next to the tablet in our church; it lists the names of those men
from Newbottle who also served in the Great War:

The “Trench Art” (above right) featured in our church next to the WW1 memorial tablet are spent shell cases from
WW1 (1917) brought back to Newbottle by the late William Wheldon who served as a Sergeant (Wheelwright) in
the Royal Army Service Corp for 3½ years. William was well known in the area having worked many years for the
Newbottle Co-op as an undertaker.



Bishop’s Chair – this splendid 17th Century oak carved Jacobean style chair is used only by the clergy
during the parts of the service that they are not leading:

It features this plaque below, which was dedicated to the 2nd Vicar of this church by his daughter,
Mrs Johnson Maunder of Chazey Court, Mapledurham.



Memorial Plaques – Here at St.Matthew’s we have several plaques situated around the church, in
memory of people who have died, as with the chair, on the lectern and underneath the window on the
south wall of the nave, as previously mentioned. Here are a few more:

The plaque above is featured on the oaken Litany Desk positioned near the high altar, which was designed
and made by the late Mr.T.Colpitts who was a member of the choir for many years.

(Left side of altar in the Sanctuary)

(Right side of altar in the Sanctuary)

The 2 similar plaques above are featured on the oak panelling on the Sanctuary walls near the high altar.
Miss M.A.Lax of Success and Mrs Corbett of Cellar Hill House were tireless workers for St.Matthew’s.
You may notice these 2 plaques above show the letters A.M.D.G. This represents the 4 words which were
denoted on the lectern plaque “AD.Majorem.Dei.Gloriam”, which is the latin motto meaning
“For the greater glory of God”.
This plaque below is situated at the end of the book cupboard at the entrance of the church.



Church Banners – St.Matthew’s displays 2 permanent handmade banners within the church; 1 at the back
of the church and one in the Lady Chapel, which have been there for many years. However, we have other
banners which are displayed during particular festivals throughout the year such as Easter and Christmas.
The banner below which is hung at the back of the church, features our iconic symbol and
words from the Bible, Matthew 5:14, which reflect our church name and positioning:

The banner below left is hung in a glass fronted cabinet in the Lady Chapel and clearly represents the Mothers
Union branch at our church; the banner below right is hung in church during the Easter period:

We hope you have enjoyed reading this information about our beloved church which is also available on our
website at:

www.stmatthewsnewbottle.org
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